CAREW    COMMUNITY    COUNCIL

Minutes of the Carew Community Council meeting on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7 pm in the Committee Room of Carew Memorial Hall.  
[bookmark: _Hlk209089178]Present:     Cllr Simon Hosker-Hicks (Chair) 	Cllr Marina Griffiths (Vice Chair) 
	       Cllr Trevor Goodman		Cllr Madeleine Bland
	       Cllr Sarah Benbow			County Councillor Vanessa Thomas
Apologies for Absence –      Cllr Marcia Allen 	Cllr Alison Folder 
Request for remote attendance -   None received 
Declarations of Interest -   No Declarations of Interest from the communications received by Councillors .
Chair welcomed all to the September meeting and thanked all for coming.   Clerk thanked Councillors for their flowers and card on her recent bereavement. 
Minutes of the meeting August  2025 -  It was proposed  by Cllr Griffiths and seconded by Cllr Bland that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed by Vice Chair -  Cllr Griffiths who chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chair at the August meeting.  
Play Areas maintenance & Play Areas refurbishments – notes of meeting held on 26th August – All present agreed to the contents of the notes presented and signed by Vice Chair -  Cllr Griffiths who chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chair at the August meeting.
The application for the grant for the Climbing Frame  has been submitted .  Processing could be up to 12 weeks.  
Matters Arising :   
· Noticeboards update -  Information awaited and this would be chased up urgently by the Clerk and Agenda Item for next meeting.
· Christmas Event – Confirmation of £80 deposit sent to the Entertainer .  This unfortunately is £5 short so the balance on the day of the event will be   £185  . The Entertainer is booked .   
Itinerary and work plan for the event as follows: 

· To confirm with the School that the event can commence at 5 pm on Saturday 29th November.
· All meet at 3.30 pm on the day to set up the Hall. 
· WI to be asked if they could donate mince pies. 
· Donation Bowl/Bucket to be displayed.
· Posters for the event -  Save the Date -  Lanterns, Festive Clothing & Hats 
· Santa will be on a tractor and at the start of the procession. 
· Refreshments by Clerk -  Mulled wine, tea, coffee, soft drinks. 
· Christmas music in the Hall  
· Sports Club to be informed
· PCSO Emma Hayward had agreed to be present and this to be confirmed.
  
Revised Financial Regulations -  This has  not done this as yet  but will be actioned ahead of the next meeting. 
Planning :     Pincheston Planning Appeal Decision noted.
County Councillor Thomas agreed to look into the Redberth Wall planning appeal and provide an update.   
Correspondence and Invoices for payment :
· PCNPA -  Forces for nature   Grant Scheme .  Noted. 
· OVW  -   Dedicated Biodiversity Team. Noted with interest.
· OVW -  Training Dates. Chair expressed a wish to undergo Chairman training and would select a training session and inform the Clerk.
Cllr Allen to be asked to select a session for Code of Conduct Training.  
· PCC  email   re  abandoned cars off Carew Roundabout noted.   County Councillor Thomas followed this up with further information in that the car for sale  on the roundabout has now gone, and with regards to the other parked cars in the layby,  she had  been in contact with PCC regarding these issues. 
Cllr Bland informed of another car at the Milton treatment works layby and will keep the Community Council informed.     
· Llais August Newsletter  (branch of OVW) 
· DPP   - Young People Shape our Services – Call for Evidence .  This has been put on the website and CCC FBook page. 
· OVW  3rd September Annual Meeting cancelled   - now scheduled for 1st October to include  approval for new Constitution.    Agenda, Booking form and procedures for the AGM  along with a list of final Motions for the AGM circulated to Councillors.   Noted. 
· Welsh Government Consultation on broadcasting of meetings - Responses from Chair, Vice Chair and County Councillor were collated and sent in reply. 
· OVW  - Cost of Living Project updates and forthcoming events.   Noted. 
· Road closure Lawrenny Road, Whitehill 10th September 2025 for 2 days.  On website.
· Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant application forms – deadline 26th September.  
· Working Better Together Tuesday 23/9/25 at 7.30 .  Clerk unable to attend and discussion ensued as to whether  attendance is via Teams platform or in person.  Cllr Benbow agreed to ascertain this. 

Milton Matters:   Information from Carew Castle Estates on Milton Bridge, footbridge ownership and recent earthworks was discussed in detail.  From the maps provided by the Agent the land at the access to the footbridge is unregistered.   The footbridge falls partly on Estates land (Milton Green Extension) and  it was agreed to inform Agent Carew Castle Estates that the wooden footbridge is in need of repair.    Responsibility and ownership of the footbridge remains unclear but the repair work is necessary.  Councillors thanked Cllr Bland for the recent clearing of overgrowth on the Bridge.
Also with regard to Milton footbridge,  access route to footbridge and play area over the recent earthworks to the bridge is now impeded and the owners of Milton Bridge Caravan Park are aware that the Community Council have paid previous owners for the right of access.  
· Milton Play Park -   
Play equipment  - Tacky Paint.  Now resolved but probably needs repainting.
· Cows in the play area allegedly causing damage to the biodiversity project.      Thanks  extended to  Cllr Bland and Cllr Folder  for cleaning up the park enabling the park to stay open.  
· It was resolved that “Please Shut the Gates” sign be erected in Milton Play Area  and that the double gates be locked and the Groundsman be given a key. .
Email from Site  Ranger at PCNPA regarding Milton Play Park Heifers Incident and the biodiversity project.  Noted.
· Natural Resources Wales have been contacted regarding Milton river, the earthworks and the expected high tides and close proximity to the watercourse.
· PCC will add inspection of the exercise equipment at Milton Park to the SLA at no extra cost.  
· Milton Marsh Walk -  County Councillor Thomas has been in communication with Dwr Cymru regarding the broken fences  and provided them with more photographs of the 
hazard that these broken fences cause.  Inspection has been arranged and County Councillor Thomas will keep the Community Council informed of the outcome. 
Overgrown trees along Milton Marsh Walk will also be cut back if not by Dwr Cymru maintenance staff then the Councillors will attend to this. 
Invoices for payment:   
· HMRC PAYE   - £67.50   BACS + last month BACS payment did not go through so x 2 for the next payment.
· Realtime Financial Service (Accountant)  £90   April to August 2025 (chq) 
· X2Connect for West Williamston phone box door  £1413.60
Chair informed that the fitting of the new door would take place within the next week.
· Bank Account balances –  current  £17366.01        Business  £781.44  
It was proposed by Cllr Benbow and seconded by County Councillor Thomas that these invoices be paid.  
Regular payments: 
· Website – DD  £36.96
· West Wales Systems DD  £51.00
· Clerks Salary SO  £294.80
· Received  Celtic Catch  - Carew Memorial Hall Car Park rent £90.

· Acknowledgement received of payment for the exercise equipment and they have marked the invoice “Paid in Full”  so Clerk to  proceed with claiming the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant. 

· Acknowledgement received of donation of £100 along with  letter of thanks from Sandy Bears Childrens’ Bereavement charity .

· Chair informed that the timber for the repair of footbridge at Redberth  would be delivered this coming week and payment required on receipt.   Following discussion it was agreed that an out of meeting payment would be acceptable and brought back to October meeting .





County Councillors Report 

County Councillor Thomas informed that the new  Knapp Road signs in Redberth are  held up due to a backlog at PCC .    She will provide update when the signs are due to be erected.
County Councillor Thomas had been informed vehicles exceeding the 30 mph speed limits in Redberth .  PCC will undertake a speeds survey after Ironman Event.
County Councillor Thomas was made aware that the white painted road signs and   need reapplying and the Slippery Road signs and 30 mph signs in Redberth are faded and also need replacing.
County Councillor Thomas informed of a road closure notice along the Ridgeway 6th October for three weeks due to Telecom works.  Although not in Carew Parish it would be important to include this closure on website and CCC Facebook page due to the traffic restrictions in Pembroke Dock and road users taking using this as an alternative route .
“What’s Been Happening, General Discussion & Items for Agenda for October  meeting.
· Biodiversity -   Site Ranger at PCNPA  is still putting together the Nature Recovery Action Plan  and will forward when it is complete. 
· Clerk  received request for small grant from Pisgah Chapel  and have emailed named contact  regarding the small grants application on the website.
· Clerk has  insured the outdoor exercise equipment with Zurich and they have amended the schedule. Zurich have waived the charge for this year but £56 additional payable in July 2026.     The equipment has been added  to the Assets Register.
· Jobs outstanding – cutting back the trees in Carew Play Park. 
· Cllr Goodman informed of the standing water on the bend at the top of the Glom on Stephens Green is a continuing problem after rain and ditches need to be cleared out to take the surface water off the road.  
· NALC/SLCC pay scales 2025/26 for Clerks Salary to be acquired. 
Items for Agenda for next meeting -   In addition to those above,   Inspection of the War Memorial at Carew ahead of Remembrance Day.
Carew Newton Cemetery Steering Group meeting to be arranged. 
Date and time of next meeting   - The next meeting of Carew Community Council will be held on  Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 7 pm in Committee Room, Carew Memorial Hall .
Chair thanked all for their contributions to the meeting and declared the meeting closed. 

SIGNED: ……………………………………………….

DATE:  …………………………………………………
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